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of his reasons for not accepting the treaty, and to request the Shah to meet
him at Qum or Tehran in order to march jointly against the Turks.1
With the object of strengthening his position, Nadir dismissed many
provincial governors and replaced them with his own nominees*
Whilst at Mashhad, Nadir appointed an Abdali leader named 'Abdu'l-
Ghani *Ali Kuza'i2 Governor of the tribe, and rewarded many other chiefs
of that tribe ; he then ordered them to be ready with horses, arms and
provisions for the march to Persian 'Iraq. Having given orders for the
circumambulation (tawaf) of the shrine of the Imam Rida and for the
Imam's intercession to be invoked, he marched via Khabushan to Jajarm,,
whence, with a small force, he made a swift, but unsuccessful, dash north-
wards to the Balkhan Dagh against the Turkomans. Whilst on this
expedition he learnt that the Russians had completed their evacuation
of Gilan. Rejoining his main army at Qusha (25 miles S.W. of Damghan)>
he went to Tehran, where he distributed the large sum of £0,000 tomans.
(j£i 10,000) to his followers for the repair and renewal of their equipment.*
In the light of after-events, there can be no doubt that this lavish donation
was in the nature of a bribe to the soldiery. It appears that Nadir had
intended to march from Tehran via Farahan against the Turks, as already
stated, he had sent a message to Tahmasp requesting him to join him either
at Tehran or Qum. On Tahmasp refusing to leave Isfahan, Nadir
marched straight to the capital, where he arrived on the 25th August*
There are several versions of what subsequently occurred, which, although
identical in essentials, differ in points of detail.
After Tahmasp and Nadir had exchanged ceremonial visits, the latter
invited the Shah to a reception in the Hazarjarib garden. Nadir received
Tahmasp with great respect, and conducted him to his private apartment*
Thereupon Tahmasp :
" having summoned, as was customary, the lords and nobles of the state, expressed
a desire for wine and musicians and called for the instruments of pleasure and the
makers of joy (arbab-4-tarab). The Highness-with-the-rank-of-Alexander (Nadir),.
1 T.N., p. in.
1 He had been a partisan of Dhul-Fiqar, but had subsequently submitted to Nadir. See Sayyid
Muhammad al-Musawi, op. tit., fol. 7 (a).
*T.N., p. 114.
4 Ibid. Mir2a Mahdi adds that Tahmasp was acting in collusion with Ahmad Pasha, of Baghdad,,
but this is an exaggeration. What actually occurred is that fahmasp ^tote to Aljmad Pasha
in regard to the threatened renewal of the war with Turkey, and excused himself by saying
that he had no power " to govern Tamas Kuli Khan who with his victorious Army has power
to do what he pleases, and will do what he pleases." Lord Kinnoull, who sent the gist of this;
letter to London, in his despatch of the 3rd /14th June, 1732 (S.P. 97, Vol. XXVI), added:
" but this is only a political excuse in the Schah for breaking his last Treaty of peace with
the Grand Sigr/' Cockell reported to Gombroon on the 8th /igth July that Nadir intended
" to break the peace with the Turks which His Majesty is entirely averse to, but to no purpose,,
having no power to Prevent his arbitrary Proceeding " (Gombroon Diary, 4th/isth August,,
1732).

